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ADDITIONS  TO  GRADE  III. 


AUGUST  12TH,  1919. 

1.  Note  3 on  Initial  Signs  : — 

J should  not  be  used  for  de  before  a vowel. 

Ex.  : deism. 

2.  Note  3 on  Medial  Signs  : — 

Medials  which  are  also  terminals  may  be  used  before  a 
hyphen. 

Ex. : success-fl  ; con/se-qence. 

3.  Two  new  Medials  : — 

Dots  1-3-6  sp.  Dots  1-3-5-6  ue. 

Ex.:  pro/sp/er/ty.  Ex.:  wv/ess. 

4.  One  new  Terminal : — 

Dots  1-2-3-4-5  que  Ex. : picturesq. 

5.  Note  on  Terminal  Signs  : — 

The  contraction  for  ry  must  not  be  used  after  a single 
dot  sign. 

Ex.  : Not  f aifry  but  fairy  or  fain/ ; 

Not  \\ea/ry  but  weary  or  weary. 

6 Additional  Abbreviated  Words  : — 

eday  everyday  inzmch  inasmuch  necs  necessaries 
ps  peoples  qualitys  qualities  slf  self  thr  three 

through  ou  throughout  wherez  whereas  st.  (before  a 
proper  name)  saint  ; (after  a proper  name)  street. 

7.  The  contraction  for  com  should  not  occur  within  a sequence, 

nor  as  a second  syllable  of  a word  when  it  could  be 
mistaken  for  a hyphen.  ' 

Ex.  : Not  re/comm °,n d,  but  recmmead  (see  Rule  2). 

8.  The  terminals  ire  and  ure  are  added  to  those  given  in  Rule  3 

Ex.  : secu ly,  retxment. 

9.  (The  following  takes  the  place  of  Rule  8)  : — 

Contractions  and  abbreviated  words  ending  in  e may  have 
additions  made  to  them  after  the  dropping  of  the  final  e. 

Ex.  : ack ing,  belieue/ing,  change/ing,  concvble, 

continue /ation,  continue/ity. 


10.  A word  sign  which  is  part  of  a compound  word  cannot  in  its 

own  right  join  the  next  word. 

Ex. : well-Hnoivn  author ; 

twen/ty-tivo  men ; 

but  the  following  should  be  written  in  one  sequence: — 
iwen/ty-tujo/ivere/pres.  (See  Rules  n and  14). 

11.  The  word  sign  for  be,  like  those  for  is  and  are,  may  join  a 

word  sign  that  follows,  or  a word  beginning  with  a 
compound  sign. 

Ex.  : 6ea  . . . 

be m . . . 

belgreatjer  . . . (See  Rule  14,  Exception  2). 

And  the  word  sign  for  be  may  always  be  used  after  that 
for  to. 

Ex.:  to/be  “ infinitely  wise.” 

12.  It  is  generally  wise  to  retain  the  vowel  before  the  final  s, 

and  before  an  s which  is  followed  by  a hyphen. 

Ex.  : vi//as,  Stimulus,  pro/spc tus  ; 
anis-tc,  /ndus-tr/al. 

13.  A must  not  be  omitted  after  j at  the  beginning  of  a word, 

because  of  the  possible  confusion  with  the  initial  sign  fur 

cie. 

Ex.  : jackt  (Rule  19,  Exception  2). 

14.  Addition  to  note  on  Rule  19  — 

It  is  sometimes  wise  to  retain  the  silent  e in  later  syllables. 
Ex.  : absolt ely,  armgcment,  cotn\Atcness. 


Cautions  to  Writers. 

1.  Special  abbreviations  are  not  generally  liked  by  the  reader, 

and  should  not  be  unnecessarily  indulged  in  (Sec  Rule  23.) 

2.  Attention  is  called  to  : — 

(a)  Note  on  sequences,  p.  17. 

(/>)  Note  on  outlining,  p.  20. 

(<■)  Recommendations,  p.  22. 


GRADE  III 


S 


Introduction. 


The  aim  of  Grade  III.  is  not  only  to  reduce  the  bulk  of  Braille 
books,  but  also  to  assist  rapid  reading  by  bringing  as  much  into  the 
line  as  possible,  and  to  save  time  and  labour  in  writing. 

Before  attempting  to  study  Grade  III.,  the  reader  must  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  Grade  II.  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  of 
which  it  is  an  extension.  In  this  work  the  matter  of  Grade  II.  will 
not  be  repeated,  except  when  such  repetition  is  likely  to  be  of  service 
to  the  student. 

The  matter  of  this  Grade  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — A 
larger  use,  with  additional  meaning,  of  Braille  signs,  both  simple  and 
compound  ; more  abbreviated  words  ; more  word-sequences  ; and 
“outlining”  by  the  omission  of  some  vowels. 


One-Celled  Signs  to  which  Additional  Meanings 

are  Allotted. 

i.  One-celled  Initial  Signs  (used  at  the  beginning  of  words)  : 
j de  g qu  x ex  gh  sp  ou  out  oiv  re  dots  2-5-6  un 


Ex.  : 


— • deserve 


••  • ••  quit 


••  M • ••  • 

^ • — • — ••  expect 


spring 


••  •-  • • outline  • ••  — • retain 

• • • • • — • 


• ••  • • 

• • ••  unfit 

••  • 

(See  Rule  2,  page  12) 

Note  1. — All  the  above  signs,  except  those  for  qu  and  sp  are  used 
only  as  syllables. 

Note  2. — The  use  of  x for  ex  should  be  avoided  when  it  is  likely  to 
be  suggested  to  the  mind,  as  it  might  be,  for  instance,  at  the 
beginning  of  a sentence.  (See  Rule  11,  page  14.) 


2.  Medial  Signs  (used  between  letters  of  the  same  word)  : q qu 
U)h  se  dots  3-5-6  rr  4 5-6  tt  5 6 pp  2-4-6  11  2-6  ss  dot  2 

two  vowels  commencing  with  a dot  4 two  vowels  commencing  with 
e dot  6 two  vowels  commencing  with  / dots  2-4  two  vowels 
commencing  with  0 dots  4-6  two  vowels  commencing  with  u 
Ex.  : 


• ••  • • • 

• ••  • ••  • requite 


• - • •-  •• 
• ••  • • • • 
> • • • • •• 


intensely 


• •• 


• • • • - • 

occurring  • — — • #-  • battle 


— 

• - •• 

apply 

• • 

•-  • • ••  • 

— 

• • 

— 

• • • •• 

•• 

• •• 

— 

• • — — • 

• 

• 

• - 

• 

, ••  • -i 

• 

assist  • 

• • 

• laid  • 

• 

cause 


•• 


• • 
••  • 

• 

* delaying 

• 

• 

• 

•• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

• •• 

•• 

• 

neutral 

• 

• 

• • relieve 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• •• 

••  • 

• 

• 

• 

•• 

• • 

• 

•• 

•• 

••  patriot 

• ••  coat 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

••  • 

• 

•• 

••  •- 

• • 
• 

cool 

•• 

• 

• • 
• • 

cruel 

•• 

• • • guide 

NOTE  i. — Signs  for  ea  and  ou  are  already  provided  in  Grade  II. 

Note  2. — A Medial  Sign  must  be  avoided  when  ambiguity  might 
result  from  its  use  ; for  instance,  the  contraction  2-4  should  not 
be  used  between  b and  t if  the  context  leaves  room  for  doubt  as 
to  whether  boat  or  boot  is  intended. 
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3.  Terminal  Signs  (used  at  the  end  of  a word)  : / ire  j de 

q le  u ure  u ve  UJ  ward  z es  wh  se  ou  ous  dots  34-5-6  ge 
4-5-6  te  5-6  ce  and  cy  2-4-6  11  2-6  ss  dot  2 ay  dot  4 ry 

dot  6 ian  and  ion  dots  2-4  ly  dots  4-6  ty.  Ex.  : 


•• 

-•  • 
• • - 

• - — 

desire 

•• 

• 

-• 

• 

f 

•• 

code 

•-  — • ••  battle 

••  • 

•- 

• - — 

• •• 

sure 

• 

• - 

•• 

•• 

-• 

•- 

• 

•• 

serve 

••  • e 

••  ••  forward 

••  • 

•• 


-••••-  • • — 

• - ••  • • serves  — • ••  • 

• • ••  ••  • • • 


••  righteous  •-  • ••  large 

• •-  • — 


intense 

- • 


-•  late 

•• 


••  • 


••  • 


tace  #—  — -# fancy 


moss 


••  • 

— •- 


delay 


••  • 

•-  — 


-•  -• 

• •• 


• fall 
poetry 


••  •-  • • •• 

•-  •-  — 

• ••  • 


musician 


• •• 
• •• 


•- 


-•  •- 
••  -• 


•- 

•- 


• •-  •- 

• — f- 

• 


• lately 

(See  Rules  3 and  4,  pp.  12  and  13). 


region 

loyalty 
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TABLE  OF  CONTRACTIONS. 


SIGN. 

Standing 

Preceded  by 

Preceded  by 

Preceded  by 

alone. 

ilot  2. 

dot  4. 

dots  2-4. 

• 

— 

a 

act 

among 

appear 

• 

• 

but 

better 

bring 

bear 

•• 

Christ 

clear 

can 

course 

•• 

day 

does 

• 

do 

doing 

• 

• 

every 

etc. 

ever 

each 

• • 

father 

fear 

• 

from 

first 

•• 

God 

• • 

going 

goes 

• 

•• 

have 

having 

here 

has 

- • 
• 

1 

if 

import 

idea 

just 

join 

Jesus 

judge 

• 

knowledge 

kind 

know 

keep 

• 

•— 

• 

• 

•• 

like 

life 

Lord 

mother 

least 

more 

raav 

most 

• 

•• 

• 

not 

next 

name 

near 

• 

• 

• 

O on 

old 

one 

other 

• 

•• 

please 

• 

• 

people 

pre 

part 

•• 

•• 

• 

quite 

quiet 

question 

quick 

• 

•• 

• 

rather 

represent 

right 

read 

• 

• 

SO 

same 

some 

sea  see 

• 

• 

•• 

that 

true 

time 

treat 

• 

•- 

US 

up 

under 

upon 

•• 

• 

• 

very 

live 

love 

leave 

•• 

- • 
•• 

will 

willing 

work 

word 

• 

•• 

it 

except 

extra 

extreme 

•• 

Preceded  by 
dm-  2-4-6. 

all 

brought 

cannot 

did  done 

even 

follow 

gone 

had 

improve 
judgment 
knew  known 
long 
many 
never 
over 
pro 

quality 

regular 

spirit 

truly 

unto 

left 

world 

example 
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Table  of  Contractions,  continued. 


SIGN. 

Standing 

I Preceded  by 

I Preceded  by 

Preceded  by 

1 Preceded  by 

alone. 

dot  2.  U 

dot  4.  f 

dots  2-4. 

dots  2-4-6. 

•• 

Qy 



4- 

- • 
•• 

•- 

you 

yet 

side 

young 

year 

your 

•• 

• 

as 

ask 

seem 

soon 

•• 

and 

•• 

any 

anyone 

anybody 

anything 

'for 

•• 

•• 

forget 

foreign 

fortune 

fortunate 

•- 

•• 

•• 

of 

offer 

often 

office 

official 

-• 

the 

•- 

then 

there 

these 

their 

•• 

-• 

with 

•• 

within 

make 

without 

made 

•• 

child 

change 

character 

chief 

charge 

• 

them 

•- 

they 

special 

speak 

spoke  spoken 

•• 

shall 

she 

short 

share 

shalt 

-• 

•• 

-• 

this 

than 

through 

those 

though 

• 

• 

which 

who 

where 

whose 

whole 

•• 

• 

• 

what 

when 

why 

whether 

while 

•• 

weak  week 

well 

•• 

we 

want 

went 

•- 

outside 

ought 

•• 

out 

ounce 

our 

-• 

-• 

/ 

•- 

now 

own 

how 

however 

allow 

•- 

air*  an 

alone 

another 

along 

•- 

be 

beginning 

become 

believe 

belong 

•- 

•• 

is 

concern 

condition 

consider 

continue 

•• 

are 

differ 

during 

dear 

down 

-• 

enough 

enter 

entire 

endeavour 

enclose 

•• 

been  to 

together 

towards 

too 

two 

• 

••  | 
••  1 

were 

giving 

give 

great 

gave  given 

— 

nis 

he 

house 

hear 

her 

•• 

1 

1 

•• 
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Table  of  Contractions,  continued. 


SIGN. 

Standing 

alone. 

Preceded  by 
dot  2. 

Preceded  by 
dot  4. 

Preceded  by 
dots  2-4. 

Preceded  by 
dots  2-4-6. 

-• 

in 

ins  itl  e 

instant 

instead 

interest 

• 

- • 

was  by 

writing 

write 

writes 

wrote  written 

•• 

- • 

still 

strange 

straight 

strength 

strong 

• 

• 

or 

origin 

order 

ordinary 

ordinarily 

• • 

- • 

- • 

no 

number 

none 

nobody 

nothing 

• • 

• 

• 

me 

might 

mind 

mean 

mv 

• 

at 

something 

someone 

thing 

things 

• 

•• 

come 

coming 

common 

comes 

came 

See  Rules  5 to  8,  page  13. 


Additional  Final  Contractions  : 2-6  y bly  2-6  z ances  4-6  z ences 

••  • • ••  , , • • • 

• • — • nobly  — — - • chances 

• • • ••  • • •• 


••  — • 

• • commences 

••  • • •• 

Note  1. — Words  such  as  he  and  she,  already  written  in  two  cells, 
have  been  provided  with  places  in  this  Table  of  Contractions 
because  of  the  space  thereby  saved.  (See  Rule  11,  page  14.) 
An  additional  reason  for  providing  contractions  for  then  and 
they  may  be  found  in  Rule  10,  page  14. 

NOTE  2. — It  should  be  observed,  as  an  aid  to  memory,  that  no  word 
containing  the  diphthong  ea  occurs  in  any  column  but  the  2-4 
column  ; that  no  word  which  is  a past  tense  or  past  participle 
of  a verb  occurs  in  any  but  the  2-4-6  column  (with  the  two 
exceptions  of  might  and  luent)  ; that  any  present  participles 
which  are  to  be  found  in  this  table  occur  in  the  2 column. 
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List  of  Grade  III.  Contractions  not  indicated  by 
their  Initial  Letters. 


'-allow 

24-6/2-3-6 

alone 

4/3 

along 

24-6/3 

am  an 

3 

another 

24/3 

are 

3-4-6 

ask 

4/14-5-6 

at 

5 

- been 

3-4-5 

came 

24-6/5-6 

dear 

24/3-4-6 

differ 

2/34-6 

down 

24-6/3-4-6 

during 

4/34-6 

example  24-6/1-2-5-6 

except 

2/1-2-5-6 

extra 

4/1-2-5-6 

extreme 

24/1-2-5-6 

gave 

24-6,34-5-6 

give 

4/34-5-6 

given 

24-6/34-5-6 

giving 

2/3  4-5-6 

great 

24/3-4-5-6 

he 

2/ 3-5-6 

hear 

24/3-5-6 

her 

24-6/3-5-6 

house 

4/3-5  6 

how 

4/2-3-6 

however  24/2-3-6 

-is 

3-4 

leave 

24/1-3-5-6 

left 

24-6/1-3-5-6 

live 

2/1-3-5-6 

love 

4/1- 3-5-6 

-made 

24-6/2-3-4-5-6 

make 

4/2-34-5-6 

me 

24-5 

mean 

24/2-4-5 

might 

2/24-5 

mind  4/2-45 
my  2-4-6 /2-4-5 

no  2-4-5-6 
nobody  2-4/24-5-6 

- none  4/2  4-5-6 
nothing  2-4  6/2-4-5-6 
now  2-3-6 
number  2/2-4-5-6 

or  2-5-6 
order  4/2-5-6 
ordinarily  2-4-6/2-5-6 
ordinary  2-4/2-5-6 
origin  2/2-5-6 

seem  2-4/1-4-5-6 
side  2/1-4-5-6 
someone4/5 
something  2/5 
soon  24-6/14-5-6 

them  1-3-6 
they  2/1-3-6 
thing  2-4/5 
things  2-4  6/5 
^"together  2/3-4-5 
too  2-4/ 3-4-5 
towards  4/34-5 
two  2-4-6/3-4-5 

want  2/1-2-3-4-6 
we  1-2-3-4-6 

weak  | 2-4/1-2-34-6 

week  J ' 

-well  2-4-6/1-2-3-4-6 
went  4/1-2-34-6 
-what  1-2-3-6 
—when  2/1-2-3-6 

- whether  2-4/1  -2-3-6 
while  24-6/1-2-3-6 

--  why  4/1-2-3-6 
write  4/ 4-5-6 
writes  24/4-5-6 
writing  2/4-5>-6 
witten  1 2 4 g 4 5 g 
wrote  J 
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List  of  Abbreviated  Words. 


acc  account 

gov  govern 

sn  son 

agr  agree 

hip  help 

sbjct  subject 

a.grble  agreeable 

hme  home 

s ggst  suggest 

ans  answer 

hpe  hope 

su/y  surely 

anx  anxious 

ind  indeed 

thV  think 

br/  best 

lr  letter 

ths  thus 

bk  book 

mm  member 

tr.$7  trust 

lk  look 

nec  necessary 

tr th  truth 

tk  took 

nec/y  necessarily 

trn  turn 

b th  both 

nr  nor 

un  ss  unless 

c er  certain 

nr  th  north 

unt  until 

chch  church 

n te  note 

vl  value 

d^c  difficult 

nt^r  notes 

vl ble  valuable 

zsp  especial 

p ble  possible 

\ar  various 

fw  few 

p bly  possibly 

w si  west 

nw  new 

pt  put 

whm  whom 

frq  frequent 

r le  rule 

wmn  woman 

gen  general 

rW  rules 

wmc«  women 

gt  get 

sgn  sign 

yd  yesterday 

It  let 

Abbreviated  Words  based  on  Table  of  Contractions. 

a ch  acknowledge 

n ing  notwithstanding 

whr  wherever 

dch  merit  acknowledg- 

0  ce  once 

edever  whatever 

ment 

0 ly  only 

edsoever  whatsoever 

<?bdy  everybody 

Partx  particular 

gh\ s themselves 

e one  everyone 

pres  present 

whever  whichever 

e th  ing  everything 

pre\  prevent 

xding  exceeding 

e where  everywhere 

pro  ble  probable 

sbdv  somebody 

j ce  justice 

pro  bly  probably 

s one  someone 

jly  justly 

un  d undo 

s th  ing  something 

/ ly  likely 

un  j unjust 

s where  somewhere 

twse  likewise 

un  l unlike 

sts  sometimes 

mo  moreover 

the f therefore 

sh ow  somehow 

never  ss  nevertheless 

wh{  wherefore 

set l somewhat 

(See  Rule  8,  page  13.) 

Note. — In  all  names  of  numerals,  vowels,  single  or  double,  may  be 
omitted  from  between  consonants.  Ex.  : 


-•  ••  ••••••  ••  M 

• — stx  • • • ••  • eighteen  • • • fifty 

• •• •••  • 


• ••  ••  • 

••  - • - • ••  • hundred 


:•  \ 
: 

:*  l % 1 


thousand 

• • •• 


••  • — 

- —m  — million 

• -•  -• 


••••••  •••••, 

• • second  • ••  • fourth 


seventh 


••  f • M 

jrr  : 


thirtieth 


Alphabetical  List  of  Abbreviated  Words. 


account  acc 
acknowledge  acX’ 
acknowledgment 

acX.’  merit 

agree  agr 
agreeable  agr ble 
answer  ans 
anxious  anx 

best  b-s7 
book  bk 
both  bth 

certain  c er 
church  ch  ch 

difficult  d^c 

especial  osp 
everybody  <?bdy 
everyone  c one 
everything  e th  ing 
everywhere  e where 
exceeding  xding 

few  fw 
frequent  frq 

general  gen 
get  gt 
govern  gov 

help  hip 
home  hme 
hope  hpe 

indeed  in  A 

justice  j ce 
justly  jly 


let  it 
letter  lr 

likely  lly 
likewise  Iwse 
look  lk 

member  mm 
moreover  mo 

necessarily  nec/y 
necessary  nec 
nevertheless  never  ss 
new  nw 
nor  nr 
north  nr  th 
note  n te 
notes  nto 

notwithstanding  n ing 

once  o ce 
only  o ly 

particular  partx 
possible  p ble 
possibly  p bly 
present  pre's, 
prevent  prev 
probable  pro  ble 
probably  pro  bly 
put  pt 

rule  r le 
rules  vies 

sign  sgn 
somebody  sbdy 
somehow  s how 
someone  s one 
something  s th  ing 


sometimes  sts 
somewhat  s ed 
somewhere  s where 
son  sn 
subject  sbjct 
suggest  s ggst 
surely  su(y 

themselves  ghv s 
therefore  the f 
think  th k 
thus  ths 
took  tk 
trust  trj/ 
truth  tr th 
turn  tin 

undo  un  d 
unjust  un  j 
unless  un  ss 
unlike  un  l 
until  uti\ 

valuable  \\ble 
value  vl 
various  var 

west  w si 
whatever  edever 
whatsoever  edsoever 
wherefore  whf 
wherever  whx 
whichever  wh  ever 
whom  whxx\ 
woman  wmn 
women  wni£« 

yesterday  yd 
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RULES. 


i.  All  rules  which  regulate  Grade  II.  apply  to  Braille  written  in 
Grade  III.,  with  these  two  exceptions: 

a.  The  contractions  for  be  con  dis  and  com  may  be  used 
as  second  syllables,  provided  that  the  first  syllable  is  expressed 
by  a lower  sign  or  by  a one-celled  Initial  Sign.  Ex.  : 


••  0-0-  • disbelief  • ••  — — • ••  inconstant 

• I • • — • — • — • • 


•••••. 

• incomparable 


• — ••  • . ,.  . 

• ••  ••  • — 00  indistinct  • 

• • • • — • • 


•  ••••••  • M ••• 

• ••  •• ••  reconstruct  — •• • undismayed 

• — • • ••  — • ••  • • • 

b.  Any  number  of  lower  signs  may  come  together.  Ex.  : 

••  S • • ••  •-  (linen),  •••*•••  • hidden, 

••  • • • ••  — • • — ••  •• 

into/enmity  ” 


••  •• 

• • was,  • 0 00  0 — 0 0 0 

00  ••  • • • • - • ••  00 


NOTE. — Lower  Word  Signs  must  not  be  used  when  they  could 
be  reasonably  mistaken  for  Punctuation  Signs  ; for  instance, 
such  a group  as  3-4-5-6/3-5-6  must  be  avoided  where  it 
could  mean  either  were  followed  by  the  note  of  interrogation, 
or  his  preceded  by  a parenthesis. 

2.  At  the  beginning  of  a word,  a One-celled  Initial  Sign  may 
follow  another,  or  a syllable  expressed  by  a lower  sign.  Ex.  : 


• • M • 

• - • — 00  respect 


• — • • 

J0  ^ • reinspire 


• • • unresponsive 


00  • • • » 

3:  The  Terminal  Signs  for  ward  ous  and  ue  may  be  followed 


forwarded 


to  complete  a 

word. 

Ex.  : 

••  • 

0 

forwardness 

••  • 

::  •: 

• 

• 

: 

00  00 
00  -0 

• • • 

• 

righteousness 

0 0 

• M • •• 
• • 

t 

• 

• 

0 00 

• - 

4-  The  signs  for  ge  and  te  must  not  be  used  when  they  can 
reasonably  be  mistaken  for  the  close  of  a parenthesis  or  quotation  ; 
and  that  for  ce  and  eg  must  not  occur  at  the  end  of  a line,  or  in  any 
other  position  in  which  it  might  be  mistaken  for  a hyphen  or  a part 
of  a dash  ; and  no  Seventh-line  Terminal  may  occur  at  the  beginning 
of  a line. 


5.  The  signs  of  the  First  Column  of  the  Table  of  Contractions 
are  called  One-celled  Word  Signs,  when  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish 
them  from  those  of  the  other  columns.  They  are  treated  as  in 
Grade  II. 


G.  a.  The  Compound  Signs  of  the  Table  of  Contractions,  when 
they  stand  for  whole  words,  are  called  Two-celled  Word  Signs.  They 
must  be  used  to  express  the  words  for  which  they  stand,  whether  they 
save  space  or  not ; except  that  those  of  them  which  have  two  mean- 
ings, such  as  2-4-6/ 1-2-4  for  did  and  done  must  not  be  employed 
when  the  reader  would  not  at  once  perceive  which  meaning  is 
intended. 


b.  These  contractions  may  not  be  used  for  parts  of  words  except 
when  there  is  no  other  clear  way  of  representing  the  letters  in  the 
same  space.  Ex.  : 


• •-  ••  improvement 


••  • • disallow 

-•  -•  • 


• ••  •• 

— ••  • 

— • - -• 


quieted 


••  • • 

— cover 


But  such  words  as  yours  herself  upset  should  be  written  as  in 
Grade  II.,  and  such  words  as  discouer  mailing  should  be 
written  discs er  mk ing  (See  Rule  19,  page  18). 


Exception. — The  contraction  for  own  should  be  used  at  the 
beginning  of  a word  in  order  to  avoid  the  suggestion  of  re. 


7.  The  contraction  for  me  may  not  be  used  in  poetry  ; the  con 
traction  for  at  may  not  be  used  before  a punctuation  sign  ; and  other 
contractions  which  consist  of  single  dots — those  for  act,  among, 
an,  alone,  something,  someone — may  not  be  used  unless  they  can 
join  another  sign. 


8.  The  addition  of  fir  to  a contraction  or  an  abbreviated  word 
ending  in  e signifies  that  e is  replaced  by  ing.  Ex. : 


— ••  changing 


• ••  u r • 

• • ••  believing 


••  ••  . 

• ••  hoping 


9.  A Sequence  is  a group  of  two  or  more  distinct  words  written 
close  together  in  Braille.  In  Grade  II.  are  to  be  found  such  sequences 
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as  to;go  and  for  the  etc.  ; but  in  Grade  III.,  according  to  rules 
given  below,  such  a sentence  as  and  he  came  from  the/station  may 
form  a single  sequence. 

A Sequence  must  end  when  any  punctuation  sign,  the  letter  sign, 
or  the  italic  sign  intervenes.  Ex.  : 

• -••••  — • — — • • 

••••  • — • — 

••••••  — ••  • • — • • 

and,  of/ the/ many,  he  only  . . 

10.  The  Word  Signs  for  and  for  of  the  Luith  may  join  a word 
sign  that  precedes,  and  may  join  the  word  that  follows.  Ex.  : 


• 

•• 

• 

• •• 

• 

• • 



•• 

•• 

•• 

• 

• 

•• 

• 

• 

— 

•• 

• 

•• 

•• 

— 

• 

•• 

•• 

— 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•• 

• • 

•• 

•• 

• 

• 

••  • 

• • 

•• 

•• 

• 

• 

with/the/friends 


• here/and/ there 


• more/of/the/ground 

• • •••••• 

• ••  • — • 

• ••  ••  • — • 

of/the/man 


1 1.  The  Word  Signs  for  an  as  at  it  and  all  Two-celled  Word 
Signs  may  join  the  word  that  follows.  Ex.  : 


•••••••• 

• • • • • an  impulse 

• • ••  • - • 


• •••••••  ... 

• • ••  • • • as/well/as  possible 

••  -•  • ••  • •• 


• ••  • ,,  ••  • f 

••  • at/home  — • • ••  it/ came/ here 

• ■ — • — ' — — 


12.  The  Word  Signs  for  a and  have  may  join  the  word  that 
precedes.  Ex.  : 


• • 


take/a 


••  • 

••  ••  we/have 


• • 


•-  - 

•• 


they/have/a 


•5 
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13.  The  Word  Signs  for  come  enough  in  may  join  a Word  Sign 
that  follows,  or  a word  beginning  with  a compound  sign.  Ex.  : 


••  ••  come/to/that 


•—  ••  enough/of  — in/more 

• ••  • • 


••  • 

• •- 


enough/daylight 


•• 


in/questioning 


14.  The  Word  Signs  for  am  be  is  are  been  were  his  was  may 
join  both  the  word  that  precedes  and  the  word  that  follows.  Ex  : 

• •«  T . • • 

•-  •-  • I/am/not  ••  • • — to/be/sure 


••  — ••  ••  • • the/table/is/spread 


•• 


••  • • 


men/are/mortal 


• - 


••  •• 


•• 


I/have/been/his/friend 


These  Word  Signs  may  not  occupy  the  first  or  last  place  in  a 
Sequence,  except  in  the  following  cases  : 


Exception  i. — Any  one  of  these  Word  Signs  may  occupy  the 
last  place  in  a Sequence,  provided  it  is  followed  immediately  by  a 
punctuation  sign.  Ex.  : 


•• 

•• 


it/is, 


• •• 
• « 


• ••  near/where/you/are? 

••  • •• 


•• 

-• 


••  • 


this/is/his ; 


Exception  2. — The  first  place  in  a Sequence  may  be  occupied 
by  the  Word  Sign  am  provided  it  is  followed  by  the  pronoun  I ; and  by 


i6 


the  Word  Sign  for  is  or  are  provided  it  is  followed  by  a Word  Sign, 
or  by  a word  beginning  with  a compound  sign.  Ex.  : 


• • • 
•• 


am  I ? 


•• 


•• 

••  •• 


is  it  ? 


•• 

••  are  more 

• • 


•• 


•• 
-•  • 
— • 


is/partly 


•• 


• • 

• • 


are/ others 


NOTE. — Dot  3,  as  a Word  Sign,  is  used  for  am  only  when  it  can  |oin 
the  pronoun  I.  Elsewhere  it  denotes  an,  which  may  never 
occupy  the  last  place  in  a Sequence. 


15.  In  forming  Sequences  note  the  following  restrictions  : 

a.  All  other  Sequence  Rules  are  restricted  by  Rule  14  ; for 
instance,  a cannot  join  the  contraction  for  was  which  may  pre- 
cede it,  unless  this  contraction  is  joined  to  its  preceding  word  : 
otherwise  the  reading  would  be  by/a. 

b.  No  word  except  the  or  a word  expressed  by  a single 
lower  sign,  may  join  a word  that  follows,  if  that  word  begins  with 
the  contraction  for  be  cor)  or  dis.  Ex.  : 


••  — — • • ••  • 

• ••  — — • ••  it  was  constant 

••  ••  — • — • • 


•• 


•• 


••  • 


• ••  •• 
• • 

••  — • 


- • •• 


he  concluded  the/discourse. 


c.  No  word,  unless  it  is  expressed  by  a single  lower  sign, 
may  join  the  Word  Sign  for  to  or  by  that  follows.  Ex.  : 

••  — • • ••  • 

• • ••  • • • ••  it  was  bv  accident 

•••••• • • 


• •• 

• • • 
••  - • 

• • 


•• 


• • •• 
••  • • 


••  ••  • 
• ••  • • 


••  • 

••  • •• 


••  he/did  by, accident 

* • 

• ••  they/were/to/be/here 
••  it/came  to/this 


d.  The  Exclamation  0 must  never  be  joined  to  another 
word.  Ex.  : 

• • ••  ••  • ••  — ~ , 

• • • • • ••  ••  O the  pity  of  it! 

• ••  • -•  ••  ••  ••  • 
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e.  The  writer  must  always  avoid  joining  words  which,  when 
thrown  thus  together,  might  in  the  context  suggest  other  words 
than  those  intended  ; for  instance,  such  words  as  the  following 
need  a space  between  them  : for  more  for  this  one  from 
it  from  part  or  . . part  what  so  of  that  in  to/see 

two  penny  . . of  that  it  so  still  and  so  and  so  it  tends 
please  do  euen  that 

16.  One  Italic  Sign  placed  before  a Sequence  italicises  only  the 
first  word  of  that  Sequence. 


l\/ote  on  Sequence  Rules. — A space  between  two  words 
should  never  be  omitted  when  the  writer  believes  that 
the  meaning  of  the  passage  would  be  thus  obscured. 


17.  Subject  to  rules  given  below,  words  may  be  outlined  by  the 
omission  of  single  vowels  from  between  consonants  in  the  same  line. 

This  method  is  not  to  be  employed  where  equal  brevity  and 
clearness  can  be  gained  by  using  One-celled  Contractions  or 
Abbreviations,  provided  in  Grade  II. 

18.  In  outlining,  note  carefully  the  following  points  : 

a.  Only  the  vowels  a,  e,  i,  o,  u,  may  be  omitted.  Ex.  : 

• • ••  ••  ••  • • •• 

— • • — • # •#  — unsympathetic 

••  •-  •••••••  — 

b.  Only  single  vowels,  not  diphthongs,  may  be  omitted  ; for 
instance,  ht  and  trp  are  not  heat  and  troop,  but  hat  and  trap. 

c.  No  vowel  may  be  omitted  unless  it  stands  between  two 
consonants  of  the  same  word.  Ex.  : 

•-  ••  — • • ••  the/era/ was /famous 

••  • — ••  • • 

• ••  — ••••••  . , , , 

• — #—  — — ••  — # ••  the/men  ashore/have 

••  • • • •- 

The  a of  era  and  e of  ashora  must  not  be  omitted. 


d.  W and  the  sign  for  qu  are  treated  as  consonants.  Ex.  : 
draw  #—  ••  — - request 


••  •-  -• 
• ••  •• 
— • 


• •• 
» •• 
•- 


e.  No  vowel  may  be  omitted  before  or  after  y.  Ex.  : 


•• 


• •- 

• -i 


•• 

•• 


valley 


-•  •- 


••  • 

••  — 

••  • 

• •• 

•-  • 


-•  •• 

••  • 


buoyant 


yawn 


iS 


f.  Two  consonants  from  between  which  a vowel  has  been 
omitted  may  not  be  written  in  one  cell.  Ex. : 

st  in  stisfy  (satisfy)  may  not  be  expressed  by  dots  2-5. 


Ex. 


g.  No  vowel  may  be  omitted  unless  space  is  thereby  saved. 


••  -•  f #•••••  • ••  — • 

• • far  — — M M counter  •-  • — • — • refine 

— • • • i • — • 


may  not  be  written 


••  •- 

• •• 

— •- 


• • 


• • 


••  ••  • 

• • • 


h.  No  vowel  should  be  omitted  unless  its  omission  is 
obvious.  Ex.  : 


• — # • inalienable 


•• 


— initial 

• • 


— ••  minister 

• • 


may  not  be 


•-  • • 


written  : 


• 


• • 


italic 


lament 


•• 


L and  the  sign  for  ment  might  be  obscure  in  Braille. 


19.  After  the  first  syllable  of  a word,  any  of  the  five  vowels  may 
be  omitted  from  between  consonants  ; but  in  words  of  one  syllable, 
and  in  the  first  syllable  of  other  words,  only  the  vowel  a may  be 
omitted  ; for  instance  mt  signifies  mat  not  met.  To  this  rule  there 
is  one  exception  : The  vowel  i may  always  be  omitted  before  the  sign 
for  gh.  Ex. : 


: 


high 


mighty 


-• 
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Note. — This  rule  prohibits  the  omission  of  the  silent  e from  a first 
syllable.  Ex.  : 


•-  f-  -•  . 

•-  ••  — • • ••  bracelet 


••  • 

-----  • 

•- 


• -•  •-  •-  • • , , 

>—  careless  •-  — • • • • solely 

> • • •-  — — ; 


•-  •-  ••  • • . 

••  — ••  -•  -•  •-  hugeness 

•• • • 


20.  In  words  of  more  than  one  syllable,  the  vowel  a may  not  be 
omitted  from  the  first  syllable  when  it  stands  between  consonants 
which  can  be  pronounced  together.  Ex.  : 


••  • • •• 


— #-  - • calculate 

••  • •• 


••  • 


• •• 


palace 


•-  •• 


salute 


may  not  be  written  : 


••  •- 
— • 

— •- 


••  • 


•• 


•-  • 


•• 


•- 
• - 


>: 


21.  Unless  what  has  gone  before  is  a sufficient  guide  to  the  word 
intended,  it  is  advisable  to  retain  the  vowel  in  the  second  syllable  : 

a.  When  it  stands  between  consonants  which  can  be 
pronounced  together.  Ex.  : 


••  • • •• 

• • • •• 

• • • 


apologise 


••  • • •-  •• 

• 


calamity 


may  not  easily  be  recognised  if  written  : 


•-  ••  f-  •-  •• 
— • • • •• 

— •-  •-  • — 


-•  •- 


••  • •-  •• 
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b.  When  it  bears  the  chief  stress,  or  is  a syllable.  Ex.  : 


• • ••  • 

• • ••  ••  enormous 

• • - • • • 


• — • enable 

• — •• 


• ••  •• 
• — • 
— • •• 


enemy 


••  • • • ••  •• 

• - #•  — ••  miracle 

• ■ — •- i- 


may  not  be  written  : 


•• 


••  • 


• • 


•• 


I-  • 

• •• 


•• 

• - 

• •- 


•• 


22.  A vowel  must  not  be  omitted  if,  as  a result,  the  word  would 
be  in  danger  of  being  confused  with  any  other  word  ; for  instance, 
indicated  and  saluting  must  not  be  written  indcted  and  salting  or 
the  words  indicted  and  salting  would  be  formed ; sd  must  be 
avoided  for  sad  when  it  could  be  mistaken  for  said  and  adpt  must 
be  avoided  when  there  could  be  any  doubt  as  to  whether 
adapt  adept  or  adopt  is  intended. 


Note  on  Outlining  Rules : — A vowel  should  never  be 
omitted  when  the  writer  believes  that  a difliculty  would 
thus  be  created  for  the  advanced  reader. 


23.  All  dialect  and  uncommon  words,  and  all  words  spelt  in 
an  unusual  or  antiquated  manner,  should  be  fully  expressed  in 
characters  of  Grade  II. 


Foreign  words  should  be  written  in  characters  of  Grade  I.,  and 
all  proper  names,  titles  of  books,  headings,  and  the  like,  must 
be  fully  expressed  in  characters  of  Grade  II.  until  sufficient  oppor- 
tunity shall  have  been  given  to  the  reader  to  become  quite  familiar 
with  them,  after  which  they  may  be  either  indicated  by  special 
abbreviations  or  treated  as  ordinary  words  in  Grade  III. 

Long  words,  when  they  have  occurred  in  a volume  or  article 
often  enough  to  render  them  thoroughly  familiar  to  the  reader,  may 
be  indicated  by  suitable  abbreviations,  followed,  independently  of 
punctuation,  by  dot  5.  Ex.  : 

••  • — ••  • • 

• • — parliament  • • — — • parliaments 


parliamentary 


parliaments 
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In  the  same  way,  proper  names,  when  they  have  become  familiar, 
may  be  abbreviated.  It  is  then  often  sufficient  to  give  the  first  letter 
or  letters  of  the  name  followed  by  dot  5 Ex.  : 

X?  — Paul  ••  — Philip  • ••  — Birmingham 


When  the  initial  letter  is  employed  by  the  author,  it  should  be 
preceded  by  the  letter  sign.  Ex.  : 


•• 

•• 


Lady  G. 


Note. — A list  of  the  special  abbreviations  used  in  any  work  should 
be  given  on  the  back  of  the  title-page  of  each  volume  when 
possible. 


24.  The  Capital  Sign,  when  it  is  desired  in  Grade  III.,  may 
with  advantage  be  used  before  all  words  capitalized  for  effect  or 
emphasis,  and  before  unfamiliar  proper  names  ; but  in  all  other  cases 
it  may  be  omitted. 


25.  When  a word  can  be  indicated  with  equal  clearness  and 
brevity  in  different  ways,  preference  should  be  given  : 

First,  to  Grade  II.  signs.  Ex.  : 


•• 


• 

- • 

•• 

• 

• - — 

-• 

•• 

• — — 

- • 

guard 

•« 

> • rain  • 

#—  seam 

•• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•- 

• 

•- 

• 

• 

••  • •• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

tour 

• • • 

• • 

adoption 

• - 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

•• 

•• 

• 

• - 

• • 

— 

•- 

• 

•• 

•• 

eriort 

• chance  • 

• • pence 

•• 

• 

- • 

-•  - 

m 

• — 

not 

•• 

•- 

•• 

• • •• 

-• 

•• 

•• 

-• 

•• 

• 

••  — • 

• 

-• 

- • 

• 

• — •- 

•- 

- •- 

• 

-• 

•- 

•- 

••  -• 

•• 

-• 

•• 

• • 

• •• 

— 

• - 

• 

• 

-• 

•- 

•- 

-f 

— 



•• 

•• 

•« 

• — 

• 



— 

#— 

• 

• • M 

•— 

Note. — This  rule  does  not  apply  to  the  syllable  ful  which,  except 
at  the  beginning  of  a word,  should  be  written  fi  to  avoid 
ambiguity.  Ex.  : 


••  • ••  • 
••  ••  • • 
• • 


graceful  not 


••  • - 
••  •• 
— • 


which  could  mean  gruel. 


Second,  to  those  signs  of  Grade  III  which  have  fewest 
meanings.  Ex.  : 


• — • • 

••  # approve  not 

••  • •• 


• *4 

• • 
• • 


lest  //  with  a vowel  omitted  on  either  side,  should  be  suggested  ; 


• • • • • • — • 

••  ••  • • tries  not  — H — • 

• • — ••  • • • • 


lest  it  should  be  mistaken  for  trios. 


Es,  at  the  end  of  a word,  is  generally  best  denoted  by  z. 


General  Recommendations. 

From  the  study  of  the  foregoing  Rules,  it  is  manifest  that  Grade 
III.  Braille  must  be  written  with  great  care.  With  the  greatly- 
increased  burden  of  meaning  which  many  of  the  signs  now  have  to 
bear,  the  error  of  a single  dot  becomes  a correspondingly  serious 
matter  to  the  reader.  Writers  are  therefore  recommended  to  spare 
no  pains  to  ensure  that  every  dot  is  both  correctly  placed  and  fully 
formed. 

Again,  it  is  important  that  the  gauge  of  the  Braille  frame  or 
other  embossing  machine  employed  should  be  correct.  Such  a little 
matter  as  the  distinguishing  of  a dot  3 from  a dot  4,  when  standing 
at  the  beginning  or  end  of  a word,  will  present  no  special  difficulty  to 
the  reader,  provided  that  the  spacing  of  the  dots  is  true  ; but  if  this 
should  be  imperfect  or  irregular,  the  matter  may  become  one  of 
considerable  difficulty. 

But  even  when  the  writing  is  accurate  and  true  to  scale,  there 
still  remains  the  question,  how  far  is  it  safe  to  employ  all  the  various 
space-saving  expedients  which  the  Grade  places  at  the  disposal  of  the 
writer  ? The  only  answer  to  this  question  is  that,  from  first  to  last 
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the  reader,  and  4he  reader's  convenience,  should  be  present  to  the 
mind  of  the  writer.  It  is  true  that  only  the  advanced  reader  need  be 
considered,  for  it  is  only  for  such  that  the  Grade  is  intended  ; but 
even  so,  there  are  limits  beyond  which  the  writer  must  not  allow  his 
eagerness  to  save  space  to  hurry  him.  It  cannot  be  too  emphatically 
laid  down  that  no  use  of  contraction,  and  no  omission  of  vowel  or 
blank  space  should  be  tolerated  that  would  delay  the  practised 
reader,  or  leave  him  in  doubt  as  to  the  actual  text. 

The  writer  is,  of  course,  fully  warranted  in  assuming  that  the 
Grade  III.  reader  will  gain  much  assistance  in  deciphering  a word 
from  a knowledge  of  what  has  preceded  it.  When,  therefore,  he  can 
think  of  his  reader  as  being  well  in  the  swing  of  the  passage,  he  may 
avail  himself  more  fully  of  the  various  curtailing  methods  than  he 
might  think  safe  at  the  opening  of  it ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
more  uncommon,  or  more  unexpected  a word  is,  the  more  fully  and 
unambiguously  will  he  express  it. 

These  are  counsels  of  a general  character,  and  in  applying  them 
much  must  of  necessity  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  individual 
writer.  There  will,  however,  be  little  difficulty  in  settling  doubtful 
points,  and  a fairly  good  working  uniformity  of  treatment  will  soon  be 
arrived  at,  if  writers  of  Grade  III.  will  themselves  make  a point  of 
keeping  in  practice  as  readers  of  the  Grade. 
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